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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office action is in response to Applicant's telephonic communication on July 25, 
2006 and Applicant's amendment filed March 09, 2006. Claims 1, 2, 4, 6, 7, 9, 1 1, 12, 13 16, 
18, and 19 have been amended. Claim 20 has been canceled. New claim 21 has been added. 

2. Applicant's request for reconsideration of the finality of the rejection of the last Office 
action during the interview on July 17, 06 is persuasive and, therefore, the finality of that action 
is withdrawn. 

3. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. Claims 1-10, and 13-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kennedy, III et al. (US Patent No. 6,167,255). 

Claim 6: 

Kennedy, III discloses a system, comprising: 

a. Diagnostic data associated with a latch (door lock), wherein the diagnostic data 
comprises operational and/or functional information (diagnostic testing information) for 
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debugging the latch and wherein the diagnostic data is generated in response to 
automatically analyzing the latch; 

b. a graphical user interface 22 for graphically displaying the data within a display 
area thereof, and 

c. a communications link (fig. 1) between the graphical user interface 22 of mobile 
unit 12 and the latch over which latch operational and functionality feedback information 
is communicated to the latch, in response to user input provided to the graphical user 
interface. 

See col. 4, lines 6-28; col. 7, lines 27-37; col. 9, lines 36-56; col. 10, lines 7-19. 

The term "debugging" is not specifically used in the reference. However, the reference 
implicitly disclose the debugging feature since it discloses the diagnostic data and diagnostic 
testing as well as the operator's ability to operate user interface 22 to monitor data, perform 
diagnostic tests, and/or to activate any components including actuators 28, which include door 
locks. One skilled in the art would also have readily recognized that the diagnostic tests could be 
performed on all devices including the door latch of the vehicle. 

Claim 7: 

It is inherent that the latch debugging operation data in the Kennedy, III system is 
communicated over the communications link between user interface 22 and the latch in response 
to the user interface being activated to initiate a latch debugging operation. 

Claim 8: 

The latch in Kennedy, Ill's is inherently automatically analyzed during latch operations 

thereof. 
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Claim 9: 

The diagnostic data in Kennedy, III inherently comprises internal electrical functionality 
and status of data of sensors 26, actuators 28, and computing devices 30. 
Claim 10: 

The functionality and operation of the latch Kennedy Ill's system are automatically 
modified, in response to communicating latch operational and functionality feedback information 
to the latch over the communications link (i.e. the lock open or closed upon input from the user 
interface 12). 

Claims 1-5 

The rejection of claims 1-5 recites the rejection of claim 6-10, respectively, except they 
are method claims. 
Claim 13-18: 

The rejection of claims 13-18 follows the rejection of claims 1-5 or 6-10, except it is a 
program product. It is inherent that the Kennedy, III system comprises a program product to 
perform those functions. 

Claim 19: 

It is inherent that the instructions means in the Kennedy, III system further comprises a 
bearing media for the instruction means to be stored on. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 11-12 and 21 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

Remarks 

2. Applicant's arguments have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) 
of rejection. 

Conclusion 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Julie Lieu whose telephone number is 571-272-2978. The 
examiner can normally be reached on MaxiFlex. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Horabik can be reached on 571-272-3068. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Primary Examiner 
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